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Senate Bill Would Extend Ex-Spouse Rights

Ex-spomofgwemmentwork
ers and retirees could Tejoin the
federal health insurance program
andalaoclanmapomondthelrfor-
mer mates’ pensions—now provid-
ed only to widows and widowers—
underablllmtroducedbytwoke-

legislation, introduced By ‘Charles
McC. Mathies (R-Md.) and Ted Ste- « -

=

vens (R-Alagka), would alfow. for-
mer spouses of U.S. workers or re-

tirees to become eligible onge more

for federal employe health-plan cov-
erage, now lost through divorce.
The Senate bill, scheduled for*

hearings Aug. 1, is, in many re-

spects, more liberal than a similar
bill pending in the House.

Both the Senate and House plans
would, for ‘the first time, give di-
vorced spouses of government
workers and retireés -access—
through the courts—:to a survivor
retirement benefit earned by their
former husband or wife.

The two bills would also require
that government workers who re-
tire and elect not to provide sur-
vivor annuity benefits for their.
spouses first get written: consent
from them.

In the past, many federal workers
retired without providing a survivor

benefit (which reduces the annuity),

but did not tell their spouses what
they were doing. It was only when
the retirees died that the surviving
spouses learned they had been left
without any pension rights. ‘
The Mathias-Stevens bill goes
further than the House measure,
which was introduced by Rep. Pa-
tricia Schroeder (D-Colo.), in - the
area of health coverage. Currently,
when a federal worker or retiree di-
vérces, his or her spouse no longer
i covered by the government-spon-
sfred health program. The plan-
h¢ips pay medical and hospital bills
3: more than 10 million people, in-

ding nearly half the people in the

Yashington area, )
s Spouses who had once been cov-. an

efed by the health program but who .
wora drannod h

could come back into it if they

olderperu)nsw ¥ find it haed to’

get individual health insurance cov-
erage, or who must pay very high
rates because they cannot belong to

. gmup plan.

In the case of workers and retlr-
ees who divorce after the bill be-
comes law, a court erder ‘woiild be
necessary to firovide a\mﬁvor ben-
dfits to an ex-shouse. The colift, as

part of a property settiément,
would decide what percentagp of

the survivor benefit couldibe

awarded to the former spmﬁ It
could also pro-rate benefits, if ‘nec-:
essary, if there is more than one ex-
spouse involved. Any current
spouse would have first claim on
benefits.

For persons divorced before the
bill became law, benefits could be

* provided without a court order if
" both mdmduals-—the civil servant-

or retiree and the ex-8pouse~—
agree to it.

Ex-spouses who were onoe cov-
ered by the federal heaith m
could apply for coverage again on

their own. They could not apply for:

first-time coverage, however.
[ O]

Job Openings: The Commodxty\
Futures Trading Commission is
looking for a computer’ specialigt
(planning officet) at the GM (mer-

it pay) 13 or 14 level. Call 25&-‘,

3679.

Federal Emergency Mamg@
ment Agency needs emergency
management specialists (what
else?) at Grades 9 through 13, an
emergency management assist-

,a disAster aspistance data spe-
ist, GS 7, and a program offi-

nar 1IQ 12 Mall 907 nORO
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